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between the West and the Soviet bloc, Dr.
Sakharov was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize. In the words of the Chairman of the
Nobel Committee:

Sakharov’s fearless personal commitment
in upholding the fundamental principles for
peace between men is a powerful inspiration
for all true workers for peace. Uncompromis-
ingly and with unflagging strength Sakharov
has fought against the abuse of power and all
forms of violation of human dignity, and he
has fought no less courageously for the idea
of government based on the rule of law. In a
convincing manner Sakharov has empha-
sized that Man’s inviolable rights provide
the only safe foundation for genuine and en-
during international cooperation. In this
way, in a particularly effective manner,
working under difficult conditions, he has
enhanced respect for the values that rally all
true peace lovers.

True to form, Moscow would not allow Dr.
Sakharov to travel to Oslo to receive the
honor. Dr. Elena Bonner, his energetic wife
and partner in the human rights struggle, ac-
cepted the prize in his stead and delivered his
Nobel lecture, ‘‘Peace, Progress, and Human
Rights.’’ Ironically, on the same day that Dr.
Sakharov was receiving by proxy the Noble
Peace Prize, December 10, 1975, the recipi-
ent himself was in Vilnius, Lithuania attending
the political trial of Sergei Kovalev, a fellow
scientist and colleague in the struggle for
human rights.

By 1980, the Kremlin and KGB had decided
that this soft-spoken scientist who kept talking
about human rights violations and political
prisoners, as well as criticizing the Soviet inva-
sion of Afghanistan, could no longer be al-
lowed to speak his mind freely and to meet
with foreign journalists. He was picked up on
the streets of Moscow and, without a shred of
judicial process, sent into ‘‘internal exile’’ in
the city of Gorky about 300 kilometers east of
Moscow. Even at this distance he could not be
silenced, although the KGB did its best to har-
ass him. Through Dr. Bonner, Dr. Sakharov
continued to appeal for justice for the victims
of human rights violations and to call on the
international scientific community to work to-
gether for peace and disarmament.

By the late 1980’s, however, Soviet authori-
ties understood that the Soviet system could
not compete with the rest of the world by re-
pressing its best minds and criminalizing dis-
sent. In December 1986, Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev called Dr. Sakharov and invited
him to return to Moscow ‘‘to resume his patri-
otic work.’’ What Gorbachev had in mind is
unclear. Nevertheless, in April 1989, in the
first genuinely contested national elections
since Lenin dissolved the Constituent Assem-
bly in 1918, Sakharov was elected to the Con-
gress of People’s Deputies where he resumed
his ‘‘patriotic work’’ advancing the ideas of lib-
erty and human rights for the Soviet people.

Mr. Speaker, at one point during a session
of the Congress of People’s Deputies, General
Secretary Gorbachev turned off Dr.
Sakharov’s microphone in an effort to silence
his arguments against the privileged position
of the Communist Party under the Soviet Con-
stitution. At that time, as Co-Chairman of the
Helsinki Commission, I compared Dr.
Sakharov’s actions with those of former Presi-
dent John Quincy Adams who, as a Member
of the United States House of Representa-
tives, absolutely refused to be silenced on the
subject of slavery despite the existence of the
so-called ‘‘gag rule.’’

Tragically, Dr. Sakharov succumbed to a
heart attack on December 14th, 1989, eight
months after his election to the Congress of
People’s Deputies.

Some 50,000 people, along with foreign dig-
nitaries and fellow members of the Congress
of People’s Deputies, gathered at the Palace
of Youth to say farewell to their hero and col-
league. And, yes, the KGB was also in attend-
ance. Chairman Kryuchkov filed a report to the
Party leadership that can now be found on the
Internet.

Mr. Speaker, through the kindness of Dr.
Elena Bonner, today Dr. Sakharov’s papers
are available to researchers and the public at
the Sakharov Archive at Brandeis University in
Waltham, Massachusetts. This archive is an
invaluable contribution to world literature on
human rights and international peace, and I
hope that it will find generous support from the
American people.

May Dr. Sakharov’s example inspire us in
the years to come.
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, the Italian
American community in this nation remains
deeply interested in tracing and maintaining
their family connections in Italy. Each year,
family members of all ages visit the small
towns and villages where their loved ones
lived before emigrating to the United States.

I recently became aware of one such trip by
the grandson of one of the more prominent
and successful Italian American families in our
country: the Pope family. Paul David Pope, a
successful businessman and philanthropist
who lives in Florida, traveled to Italy in June
to honor the memory of his grandfather,
Generoso Pope Sr. While doing so, he rekin-
dled the spirit of benevolence which his grand-
father had bestowed on the villages of
Pasquarielli, Terranova and Arpaise in the
southern province of Benevento.

In 1906, at the age of 15, Generoso Pope
left his poor farming village and arrived in New
York City with little money and a dream of
success. He labored in the sand pits of Long
Island for five years while going to night
school. Following that, he went to work for the
newly formed Colonial Sand and Stone Com-
pany and by 1926 he was the company Presi-
dent.

In 1928, Pope purchased II Progresso Italo-
Americano, the nation’s largest Italian lan-
guage daily newspaper. He later bought 3
other large Italian language newspapers in
New York and Philadelphia.

Generoso Pope became an advocate and a
champion for the new Italian immigrants who
came to the United States. A patriot who
helped to raise funds for the Allies War effort,
Pope urged his readers to learn English, be-
come citizens and vote. Pope later became
the sponsor of the now world famous Colum-
bus Day celebration in New York.

In 1929, Pope returned to Arpaise, Italy,
with his wife and sons. He paid for a municipal
power plant to bring electricity to the poor and
isolated community, and in subsequent years,
helped other local villages construct buildings

like churches, schools and municipal struc-
tures. He also financed scholarships for wor-
thy students.

More than 70 years later, Paul Pope fol-
lowed his grandfather’s path home to Arpaise,
to learn more about his grandfather’s impact
on the small towns where he lived. Paul also
emulated his grandfather by making a signifi-
cant contribution to fund several urgently
needed civic improvements in the town. The
emotional highlight of the trip occurred when
town leaders and citizens honored Paul Pope
with a magnificent Festa. It came 65 years
after a similar Festa was held for his grand-
father. Mayor Armando Cimmino bestowed
Honorary Citizenship on Paul Pope for his
work and philanthropy on behalf of Arpaise.
Paul Pope also received the prestigious
Magna Grecia Award by the International As-
sociation of Magna Grecia and an award from
the International Association of Marguttiani.
Paul Pope concluded his historic visit with a
private mass with His Holiness Pope John
Paul II.

While in Italy, Pope announced the estab-
lishment of the Pope Medal to be presented
annually to an individual who makes signifi-
cant contributions in promoting their cultural
initiatives, as well as his intention to sponsor
an annual conference on the Italian-American
experience, dedicated to the memory of his
grandfather. The annual conference will be
held under the auspices of the Calandra Insti-
tute of Queens College, City University of New
York. The first conference will be held in 2002
and will focus on the Italian language press in
America from its origins in the 19th century
through today. Mr. Paul also hopes to hold ad-
ditional forums at selected American colleges
and universities with leading Italians in busi-
ness, government, education and the arts.

Paul Pope’s experience proves once again
that the ties between the United States and
Italy are strong and enduring. I salute Paul
Pope and the distinguished Italian Americans
from New York who accompanied him on the
trip including New York State Supreme Court
Justice Dominic R. Massaro; Monsignor
George J. Cascelli, Director Italian Apostolate
of the Archdiocese of New York; Dr. Joseph
Scelsa, Vice President for Institutional Devel-
opment at Queens College; Maria Fosco,
President of the Italian Welfare League; and
Joan Migliori, Assistant Director of the City
University of New York Italy Exchange Pro-
gram. Paul Pope has made an important con-
tribution to furthering cultural interactions be-
tween the United States and Italy, and I com-
mend him for his leadership, commitment and
vision.
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I submit the
following insightful and poignant article, by
Lance Simmens and Pamela Conley Ulich,
from the Loyola of of Los Angeles Entertain-
ment Law Review, for publication in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

‘‘Bye, Bye Miss American pic, drove my
Daimler to the movies to see a foreign-
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